THE   BEGINNINGS   OF   THE   MIDDLE   AGES
Countries—was a centre of die busiest navigation, which formed
a striking contrast with the atony of the rest of the Empire.
In this, however, there was nothing absolutely new. Even under
the Roman Empire this region, where the Scheldt, the Meuse, and
the Rhine mingle their waters, had carried on a maritime trade
with Britain. It exported corn for the garrisons of the Riine,
and imported spices and other products which had come by way
of the Mediterranean. Such commerce, however, was merely a
prolongation of the commercial current of the Tyrrhenean Sea.
The trade of this region constituted part of the general commercial
activity of "Romania," and the region itself was the extreme tip
of the Empire. The monument of the goddess Nehalennia, the
Celtic patroness of navigation, still serves to remind us of the
importance of this traffic.1 The vessels engaged in it sailed as far
afield as the mouths of the Elbe and the Weser. Later on, at the
time of the invasions of the 3rd century, it was necessary to organize
a battle fleet to ward off the raids of the Saxons. The principal
port in which the seagoing vessels met those from the interior
was Fectio (Vechten), near Utrecht.
This navigation, which suffered greatly from the invasions of
the 5th century and the conquest of Britain by the Saxons, recovered
itself, and was continued in the Merovingian epoch. It is possible
that in the 8th century this traffic was extended as far as Scandinavia.2
Fectio was replaced by the ports of Duurstede on the Rhine and
Quentovic at the mouth of the Canche. At Quentovic many
Merovingian coins have been found8; we have also many from
Maastricht,4 and these are far more numerous than those from
Cologne, Cambrai, etc. We have also coins found in Antwerp,
and many from Huy,5 Dinon, and Namur.6 Finally, many coins
were struck at Duurstede7 in Frisia.8
1 cumont, Comment la Belgiquefut romanisfe, pp. 26 and 28*
* vogel, Die Normannen, pp. 44 et $eq.
8 prou, Catalogue des monnaies mtrovingiennes, pp. 245-249.
 <	Ibid., pp. 257-261.	* JIM., pp* 261-264.
 <	Ibid., pp. 265-266.	T Ibid., pp. 267-269.
8 Ibid., pp. 269-270. For the trade of Duurstede, see vogbl, Die Normannen,
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